
USING MATERIALS AS
THINKING TOOLS

As you can see below, there many possibilities for the types of materials you can
invite students to think with, and different materials offer different languages for
thinking. Roberta Pucci says, "every material has its own qualities and personality. It
is a kind of natural grammar. This grammar is the range of possible transformations
that the material can undergo. You can have a dialogue with the material and the
material will reveal itself to you."

A critical step in using materials for thinking is an exploration to discover  the
affordances and  potential of each material. These explorations will allow you to
determine, 'what can clay do?' Once the affordances/grammar of a material have been
determined, students will have a greater understanding of what each type of material
can offer them before they are asked to think with it. 

How are educators and students in the
Central Okanagan Thinking With Materials? 

In a grade 5 classroom, they are using
materials to think about what they value
about learning together. 

In a grade 3/4 classroom, they are using materials to think
about the question: "What does it mean to be human?"

In a K classroom, they are using materials to think about
the question, "How does Chief Bitterroot care for others
and the land?" and "When do I feel like Chief Bitterroot?"

A group of educators are using materials
to think about the 7 OECD Principles of
Learning and how they might use them
to innovate teaching and learning. 

In a grade 6 classroom, they are using materials to think
about injustices in Canada.

In schools across the district, teachers and
students are using materials to
contemplate the question, "What is
learning?" and "Is learning more like
watercolour or acrylic paint?"

Is learning more like watercolour or
acrylic paint? 

Kateryna: I think learning is more like
water colour, because it becomes soft
when you add water to it. The water
in learning is like the strategies. If you
don't add water to water colour, then
it can be more like acrylic. If you add
water, then it gets easier. Water is like
the practice. 

Addison: I used
to paint with

them a lot but
this time they

worked
differently. They
made my brain

work
differently. 

"Some materials are good for getting unstuck, finding
things, words, bringing up your story." ~Ace, age 7

In a grade 10 classroom they are using materials to think
about their identity - "Who am I?"



In a grade 12 class, students are exploring how using
materials can help them to think about complex ideas. 

Middle school students are using materials to think about 
books and reading.

In a grade 5 classroom, students are using
materials to reflect on how they are
growing their core competencies. They
are thinking about, "how can I advocate
for myself?"

In a grade 3 classroom, students are
using materials to think about nature
and why it is important for them to care
about it. 

In middle and secondary schools, students are using
materials to think about what they are learning from the
books they are reading in their lit circles. 

In schools across the district, students are
using materials in story workshop to find
the stories that they want to write about. 

Riley: I made an "idea catcher." When I think about injustice, I think
that ideas can start arguments, buth they can also help solve problems
and help us move forward. My idea catcher catches those ideas. 
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Thank you to all of the students and educators in the Central Okanagan who shared their thinking with us. 


